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POWER PARTICIPATION

WISDOM

Prudent use of power-over
Multi-modal power

Subsidiarity

Checks on extreme inequality

Constraints on concentrated power

Civil rights

Restrained liberty

Restorative justice

Sortition

Microcosms

Universal participation

Spaces for dialogue and collaboration

Partnership culture

Enough time

Story sharing

Whole system in the conversation

Powerful questions

Commons

Self-organization

Well-utilized life energy

Expertise on tap, not on top

Rich feedback dynamics

Visionary attractors

Nurturing social capital

Citizen/stakeholder balance

Crowdsourcing

E pluribus unum

Metabolize polarization

Communal intelligence

Universal intelligence

Multi-modal intelligence

Systems thinking

Capacitance
Big empathy

Appreciative thinking Critical thinking

Diversity
Context awareness

Possibility thinking

Competent popular oversight of governance

Distributed intelligence

Synergy between part and whole

Full-spectrum information

Iteration

Healthy polarity dynamics

Nature first

Deep time stewardshipFull-cost accounting

Life-enhancing enoughness

Quality of life indicators

Privacy guarantees

Caring into quality

Wholesome life learning

Transpartisan inquiry

Safety first, then challenge

The power of listening

Feeling heard

Deliberation

All concerns addressed

Proposals emergent

Generating shared orientation

Exuberance

Wise use of uncertainty

Working through feelings

Generative interactions

These patterns 
are placed in 
approximate 

positions on the 
wise democracy 

Venn diagram, but 
that placement 

is open to  
generative discussion 

and exploration.

Appropriate innovation

Using diversity and disturbance creatively

Grounding in fundamental needs

Integrity and authenticity

Multiple perspective view

How can the exercise  
of power be more  
participatory  
and wise?

How can participation 
generate more 

potent and 
empowered 

wisdom?

How can democratic outcomes be more truly wise, effective and participatory?


